The Third Asia-Pacific Arts Forum invites you to come and “unmask” yourself!!!!!!!!!!

The Taipei National University of the Arts in Taiwan is organizing the Third Asia-Pacific Arts Forum to be held from October 6-17, 2005. This 12-day event will explore this year’s theme-“(un)Masking: the Art of Disguise/Disclosure in Asian-Pacific Cultures” through a conference, a variety of performances, workshops, discussions, and lecture-demonstrations.
Western civilization often perceives the world and constructs system of knowledge through binary oppositions—reason vs. insanity, reality vs. illusion, life vs. death. In quite different ways, many Asia-Pacific cultures see these pairs of seemingly incongruent concepts as co-existent, either as two sides of one essence or belonging to one great cycle. This is especially true in the context of rituals or religious rites, wherein the ability to maneuver freely between the normally antithetical states is considered as proof of owning extraordinary or supra-human power. As a result, in the action of entering and exiting these different states the concept of “masking/unmasking” becomes a powerful metaphor.
Mask enables people to cross the boundaries of gender, age and class to enact the role of the “other.” In many Asia-Pacific performances or rituals, it even transforms people into animals, gods, ghosts or other embodiments of natural or supernatural forces. More than designating a concrete object, mask sometimes refers to a certain image, for instance the white-painted face and stage image of onnakata (the female impersonator) in Japanese Kabuki. The act of donning a mask does not necessarily mean disguise. Certain masks, such as those worn by the ghosts in Noh, are believed to reveal the dark side of human nature. Furthermore, seen from a poststructuralist perspective, the notions of gender, class, ethnicity and skin color are all humanly constructed and hence can be seen as forms of social or ideological mask. 
The concept of masks often has a transformative and creative force within many Asian-Pacific cultures, from traditional rituals and performances to the avant-garde arts. The Asia-Pacific Arts Forum will explore the many notions, theories, and everyday applications of “masking” and “unmasking”. Some specific subcategories include:
1. Transformation and Impersonation—Role Play and Identity Subversion
In Asia-Pacific rituals and performances, there are many traditions of appearance and identity transformation. One of the great examples is gender impersonation, a special form of transformation which reflects the gender politics of its times and often connotes erotic imagination between the spectators and performers. While the artificial beauty formulated in the tradition of female impersonation in theatres like Chinese Opera and Japanese Kabuki constitutes the aesthetic essence of certain Asian performing arts, in contemporary theatres however gender impersonation is often used to challenge taboos, subvert conventions and transgress preexistent boundaries.

2. Political Camouflage—Between Masking and Unmasking
Many Asia-Pacific countries share the experience of colonialism and/or autocratic rule. With censorship on thoughts and expression, political and social criticisms often have to take on forms of camouflage; in other words, artists often have to “mask” themselves in order to “unmask” the authorities. On the other hand, in commercialized democratic societies where market economy reigns supreme, the symbiotic relationship between politics and media leads to a great variety of camouflage practices by politicians in image and language and even ideology, a phenomenon urgently awaits artistic insights to expose its hypocritical nature. 

3. The Creative Power of Ambivalence—from Traditional Ritual to Avant-Garde Art
In many agricultural societies, fertility rites or rituals related to reproduction are held annually in early spring, for instance carnivals in Catholic cultures and matsuri in Japan. On these special occasions, the boundaries between genders, ages and classes are temporarily suspended, resulting in an ambivalent state full of creative possibilities, what anthropologists call “liminal space” or “liminality.” The avant-garde arts of the last century gained much inspiration from this creative power of ambivalence. All phenomena with the in-between, transitional, becoming or transformational qualities of this creative chaos can be subjects of exploration.

4. Contemporary Inspiration from Asia-Pacific Arts—Identity and Identification in the Context of Globalization
With the globalization of cultural exchange and art marketing, how to strive for presence on the world stage while resisting the temptation of becoming commodities of the First World by maintaining cultural and aesthetic autonomy is a great task faced by all Asia-Pacific cultures. We need to think of ways to avoid being codified and pigeonholed, to preserve the possibilities of change, ambiguity and even subversion. The expressive strategies evolved from the above three subcategories can trace their origins to Asia-Pacific traditions of cultural practices and arts. What these expressive strategies mean to contemporary artists and how they can inspire in the context of globalization are also focuses of interest at the forum. 
    The Asia-Pacific Arts Forum will be located within the Taipei Metropolitan Area, primarily at the Taipei National University of the Arts campus, with many events held throughout the city and at world famous venues, such as the National Theatre and Concert Hall.
    The Taipei National University of the Arts in Taiwan invites you to unmask your experiences and performances and discover what is hidden behind the masks everyone wears. Please submit proposals for performances, workshops, lecture-demonstrations or other forms of artistic presentation, with your press kit or other related information included, to the address below by May 6, 2005.
Office of President Chiu Kun-liang, Ph.D., Convener of Asia-Pacific Arts Forum

Taipei National University of the Arts

1 Hsueh-yuan Road, Peitou, Taipei 112, Taiwan

Tel: +(886-2) 2896-1000 ext. 3650; Fax: +(886-2) 2893-8704

Email: apaf_2005@yahoo.com.tw
This event is sponsored by the Council for Cultural Affairs, Executive Yuan, Taiwan.

